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NATIONAL TRUST OF AUSTRALIA (VICTORIA)

LANDSCAPE CLASSIFICATION REPORT

FILE NO: L10288
NAME: Mallacoota Coastal and Inlet Foreshore
LOCATION

The Mallacoota Coastal and Inlet Foreshore area is geneaalted around the
township of Mallacoota, in the Shire of East Gippsland, at thedst of the State of
Victoria, Australia.

Melways Ref 428 A4.
Location centre approximately 07 44 000E, 58 38 000N (AMG66 or AGD94, Zone 55).
1:100,000 Mapsheet: Mallacoota AU8822A

OTHER / FORMER NAMES

The Mallacoota Coastal and Inlet Foreshore includes the M allacoota ForeshereeR
places called Pebbly Beach, Secret Beach, Quarry Beach, Befa Betka Beach,
Davis Creek, Davis Creek Beach, Tip Beach, Bastion Point, MaichB&&ortimer’s
Paddock, Devlins Gulch, Mallacoota, Devlins (or Develings) Inlet, Captain Stevens
Point, Coulls Inlet, Shady Gully, Fisheries Point, Stingray Point, RederBight,
Mullet Creek, Karbeethong, Snapper Point, Sunny Corner and the Narrows.

STATEMENT OF CULTURAL HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE
What is significant?

The Mallacoota Coastal and Inlet Foreshore has a history of alagrigolonial and
contemporary use. The area has extensive views of land and water, natyistiezoss
geological formations, unusual plant and tree species, and a humagehefitiddens,
landmarks and old buildings.

The area is the active interface between high use urban infrastrwitiireM allacoota

and important coastal estuarine and terrestrial ecosyster@soajingolong National
Park. The foreshore precinct is significant due to its ecologtadrity, aesthetic and
historical importance and accessibility for residents and visitors to the are



How is it significant?

The Mallacoota Coastal and Inlet Foreshore precinct is smnifitor its aesthetic,
historic, scientific (ecological, geological and geomorphologicygial and spiritual
values at a State level.

Why is it significant?

The Mallacoota Coastal and Inlet Foreshore’s scientific valteesignificant, as they
comprise vital ecological habitats for birds protected underratienal Agreements
(Department of Foreign Affairs 1981), and are ecologically contigueith the
Croajingolong National Park World Biosphere Reserve (declared in 1977 by UNESCO).

The Mallacoota Coastal and Inlet Foreshore landscape is aegithetignificant as a
natural and diverse landscape, valued by the community as “an untouch&a coas
wilderness.” It forms and provides access to one of very fewansipe estuarine
landscapes in Victoria that is both accessible and substaniiadlgveloped. These
aspects of the region provide tourist attractions, with lookoutsaatidh Point,
Mortimer’'s Paddock, Captain Stevenson’s Point, Tip Beach and at various pongs al
the coast. Also of aesthetic and scientific value are the wéder views, unique
geomorphology and dynamic estuarine processes.

The social and historical values include on-going recreational udeeiarea. Bastion
Point and other parts of the landscape are of social and spsigndicance to past
indigenous people and the present-day community. Non-indigenous commalsibies
have social and spiritual attachment to the tranquil charm, beauty andlussgamiity
of the landscape and many burial services have taken place in various spots.

The various bushland areas and coastlines are the active interfacendétsviemvnship
and the surrounding National Park. A network of walking tracks and longpd®eac
enables the public to access all these areas.

EXTENT:
The Mallacoota Coastal and Inlet Foreshore specifically includes:

1 The area bounded by Croajingolong National Park to the south-west, Betka Road
to the north, Betka River to the east and the Bass Straight to the south;

2 The area between Betka River to the west and Bastion Point t&adte
bounded by Betka Road and Bass Straight;

3 The area between and including Bastion Point and Captain Stevenson’s Point and
Mortimers Paddock;

4 The foreshore of the Caravan Park between Captain Stevenson’s Raint a
Coull's Inlet;

5 The area between and including Coull's Inlet to Mullet Creek, along both sides of
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Lakeside Drive and;

6 The foreshore from Mullet creek to the boundary of Croajingolong National
Park, at the Narrows, to the North.

7 Remnant stands of trees and individual mature trees, which contrdbube t
natural aesthrtic of Mallacoota when viewed across the lake.

Due to the highly variable location of sand dunes and water levelsyate’s edge
boundary shown on maps may be inaccurate.

Refer Attachment 1 for detailed Map of these areas.
FILENO: L10288
CATEGORY : Forest Landscape/Coastal Landscape



HISTORY :

Prior to 1840, the area around Mallacoota’s Coastal and Inlet Foreshsreccupied
by the Mallokotan-mitter, a group of Maap people. The Maap aleBiduelli, or
Bidawal by other aboriginal groups. The Mallacoota Inlet and Geneat Ray have
been the border between the Bidawal and the Thauaira clan, alsiotlall®! urring or
Murrung tribe, from the Guyangal-Yuin nation, who occupied adjacent lamtkm
South Wales (Wesson, S., (200@h Historical Atlas of the Aborigines of Eastern
Victoria and Far-South-eastern New South WaM®nash Publications, Howitt, A.W.
(1904)Native Tribes of South East Australl acmillan, London).

Conflict between early settlers and aborigines in the regiondedl the killing of cattle
by aborigines, and the killing of aborigines by poisoning, gun-shot, and disedses suc
small pox and syphilis. By the late 1800s most remaining aboriguees displaced
from their traditional ancestral lands to Lake Tyers Missiorstqral stations or the
fringes of townships (Clark, V. and Anderson, T., (20Q&ean Access Boat Ramp,
Bastion Point Mallacoota, Cultural Heritage InvestigatidReport to East Gippsland
Shire Council).

In the first decades of the 1®entury, whaling and sealing were carried out in the
surrounding area. The first European settler at Mallacootdamamer whaler Captain
Stevenson, who took up a pastoral lease in 1841. Tourism began in the 1880s with the
Lake View Hotel opening on the east side of Mallacoota Inlet in 1&ther hotels
followed which mainly catered for passengers from ships asaselo farmers and
miners. A few years later, gold was discovered, leading to a Mmirsictivity.
(Australian Heritage Database, (accessed 5/ZB@&pter Croajingolong Area, Princes

Hwy, Genoa, VICirom www.deh.gov.au)

After the gold mine closed and a road was completed to the westenf el ake in
the early 1900s the town re-located to its current position in the western shotbgnea
Inlet entrance. (Howe, K.R. editor (199@allacoota ReflectiondM allacoota & District
Historical Society).

Mallacoota’'s reputation as a tourist destination was greathareced during the 1950s
and 1960s when it became renowned for its beautiful scenery, boatingsaimd) fi
opportunities, and accessible, quality surfing conditions

The surrounding area was proclaimed as the Croajingolong NatiahkainPEO79 and
expanded in 1988, following recommendations made by the Land Conservation Council
studies of 1977 and 1986. Together with Nadgee Nature Reserve (NSW), the Park forms
Croajingolong National Park Biosphere Reserve, designated under UNE®CGD’'and

the Biosphere Program in 1977 (Department of Natural ResourceBrammdnment

(1996) Croajingolong National Park Management Plathe State of Victoria). The



Greater Croajingolong Area is designated as National Esiizel @899 (Australian
Heritage Database).

A writer's camp set up on the foreshore in the earl{) @@ntury by Australian poet

and author, E.J. Brady, attracted literary figures such as Henry Lawson, Barjsdétatt
and Katherine Susannah Pritchard and other notable personalities including Lonis Ess
Arthur Streeton, and John Curtin. (Howe 1990). Their work which captured the natural
beauty and magic of the landscape is still resonant today.



DESCRIPTION

Historical Sites

The Mallacoota Coastal and Inlet Foreshore includes sites that rep lesetiteamajor

events of the area’s geological history. The exposed rock alongodst includes
examples from the Ordovician, Pliocene, Quaternary and Holocenedg.emvith

ongoing sand dune formation. (Bird, Dr. E, (undat€ibology and Landforms of
Mallacoota Inlet).

The Foreshore is an area of the greatest archaeological pbtleasied on a predictive
model for Aboriginal heritage sites in East Gippsland (Clak Anderson 2005 at 4).
There are at least 43 shell middens, 5 stone artefact scatterks/ isolated artefacts
recorded (Clark and Anderson 2005, at 5). Aboriginal archaeological isitése
foreshore include sites AAV8822-0001, AAV 8822-0004, AAV8822-0015, AAV8822-
0016, AAV8822-0261, and AAV8822-0262. The sites occur all along the foreshore,
including the Narrows, Sunny Corner, Stingray Point and Bastion Point.

The foreshore includes Captain Stevenson’s Point, where a caitedereg the

Mallacoota and District Historical Society marks the siteGafptain Stevenson’s
dwelling in 1842/43. The landmark is adjacent to a timber “shelter sheit, by the

community in the mid 1900s.

Between the foreshore and Betka River at the aerodrome is ar f&tmAeA.F.
Underground Operations Room.

Bastion Point is of social significance to past indigenous peapdeto our local
present-day community. It has tranquil charm, beauty, unspoilt seranét many
burial services have taken place there, with ashes scattered oaténeltvis a popular
recreation site, with people are inspired to meditate out onotiks, fish, surf, swim,
rock-pool ramble and walk the beaches. These activities provide an ongoind éokura
to the past.

Flora

Along the coastal foreshore occurs the Ecological Vegetatiors,GBYC), of Coastal
Dune Scrub Mosaic (Department of Sustainability and Environment, [28B4)
Forest Explorer Series, Eastern Forests of Victoria, Snowy - East Gippsten8tate of
Victoria). This vegetation is important for scenic values, habithies and erosion
control.

Within this broad EVC occurs a small stand of Littoral Rainforest at Devlires (Rleel,

B, Botanist, East Gippsland Catchment Management Authority, (2p6&onal
communication This type of rainforest is listed as threatened in New South Wales, but
is not yet classified in Victoria.



Along Betka River is Estuarine Wetland, listed as a Rare andekallle Ecological
Vegetation Class (DSE 2004).

Between Betka River and the Mallacoota Golf and Country Club, and behind the dunes
occurs Clay Heathland, which is listed as a Vulnerable CommuDSE (2004).
Remnants of native vegetation occur between the Golf course’sayarwvhich are
famous for the resident Kangaroo population.

The Inlet Foreshore is mapped as Lowland Forest (DSE 2004). This instanes of
Rough-barked Apple Myrtle Tre&ngophora floribundaand Mallacoota Gum Trees,
Eucalyptus globulus subsp. globulus x. E. cypellocavpaich are listed in the East
Gippsland Shire Council's Heritage Overlay. (EGSC 2006). Therecasilgy only 38
remaining Mallacoota Gums, which are a hybrid of Mountain Grey Guoalyptus
Cypellocarpa, and the Tasmanian Blue Gurkucalyptus Globules A wonderful
specimen of the tree can be found between Develings Inlet and the cenixa ofvith
others nearby in the Shire Foreshore Camp Park.

Earlier reports which use a different classification systemEcological Vegetation
Classes identify significant vegetation communities within thveshore, including,
Saltmarsh, Coastal Lowland Heath, Swamp Scrub and Sea-grass ComiNighibjo@s
Graham Higgs Pty Ltd (2000)jallacoota Draft Foreshore Management Pl&repared
for the East Gippsland Shire Council, document no.271672, unpublished).

The Bastion Point area has been rated as having state significabmalfeersity, with
contributing features including flora species of state signifieahat only occur within
30km of the site, rainforest of state significance, 36 flora species ohaegignificance,
habitat for a diversity of terrestrial and marine flora and fauna sp ewksgjing national
and state significant species (Bloink, C., Koehler, S., Barnes, Nteldo<., and
Taylor-Wood, T., (2005)Ecology and geology of the area proposed for the Ocean
Access Boat Ramp, Bastion Point, Mallacoota, Victoria, Impact Assessegoitt, R
Report to the East Gippsland Shire CounBilpsis Research, Port Melbourne, Vic., at
p.19).

Many of the 100 or so species of orchids found in Croajingolong also otcur a
unrecorded locations within the Mallacoota Coastal and Inlet Foresihoheging
Commonwealth listed vulnerable species, and State listed rareuémetable species
(Bloink et al 2005). Defining the diversity and identity of rare aneatened flora
species in the study area is beyond the scope of this report.

The inlet foreshore vegetation helps to protect the surrounding cliffs anddoedsom
erosion and adds much to landscape and inlet views. Coulls Inlet, proddes
tranquillity next to the busy Main Wharf area, with dense, screevsggtation,
providing a refuge for native birds. The adjacent Shady Gully Bushlaserte is a
relatively intact remnant forest, including the threatened habitat of hollow&ages.



The vegetation along the foreshore from Coulls Inlet to The Nari®uwsportant to
prevent shore erosion and is habitat for waterbirds and bushbirds. It [gravideural
landscape setting and views, appreciated from the Inlet wateradjacent residential
development.

Stands of native trees, such as the Mountain Grey Gums near Raheen S
Angophoras at Angophora Drive, and the forested ridge at Karbeetheregsantial
elements in maintaining the natural landscape setting and ecological values.

Fauna

Twenty two rare or threatened fauna species have been recortéd aviedjacent to

the foreshore (personal observation and DSE 2004, see Appendix 4). TherBouthe
Brown Bandicoot, Isoodon obesulus obesulug listed under the Environment
Protection Biodiversity Conservation At®99 (Clth) and may occur in the area (Bloink

et al 2005).

The Mallacoota Inlet provides habitat for a vast number of watess,bincluding
resident populations of Cormorants, Egrets and Sea-Eagles, plusomjigraders such
as Curlews, Godwits, Knots and Stints. Some of these are listed in thBAANdaty,
which requires measures to preserve and enhance the environmentabdmnibirds
(Department of Foreign Affairs (1981Australian Treaties Series 1981, No. 6,
Agreement between the Government of Australia and the Government of dlathen f
Protection of Migratory Birds in Danger of Extinction and their Environmertgo
referred to asJapan / Australian Migratory Birds Agreement ,'’JAMBAustralian
Government Publishing Service, Canberra).

The value of Mallacoota Inlet for water birds is consistent with tip@inr@ements of the
International Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural ResourcHse
Convention on Wetlands of International Importance Especially asribati Habitat
(better known as the Ramsar Convention) (Davis, T.J. (ed) (19Bd) Ramsar
Convention Manual: A Guide to the Convention on Wetlands of International Importance
especially as Waterfowl HabitaRamsar Convention Bureau, Gland, Switzerland).

The Inlet’s entrance and beach is a breeding ground for shorebirds. yearst the
Little and Fairy Terns will form a breeding colony on an opentpafcsand. In the
summer of 2005/6 44 fledgling Little and Fairy Terns were raised on gaa deach at
Mallacoota. This is a substantial boost for the population of deralé breeding in
Victoria.

The beach attracts the migratory Bar-tailed Godwits, Red Karadstiny Red-necked
Stints, while Crested and Caspian Terns are always spectt@udbserve flying and
diving for fish, as is the majestic Sea Eagle soaring overhead. Many Piest@idters
and Red-capped Plovers feed and breed in the area.
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The small rocky section of the beach is visited by many shorebidieféen includes
the less common Sooty Oystercatcher and the Eastern ReefMbirbtonly enter far
Eastern Victoria. The rockpools are also a source of delight for locals and talikists

Mortimer’s Paddock Bushland Reserve, cleared in the early days, now cofgipen
patches of diverse habitat, attracting a wide range of bush bictisling Superb
Lyrebird, Wonga Pigeon, Pied Currawong, Eastern Whipbird, Grey Slhmiksk,
Eastern Yellow Robin, Superb Fairy Wren, Crimson Rosella, Aumtr#ing Parrot,
Red and Little Wattlebirds, New Holland and other honeyeaters, Satin Baly&sbay
Fantail, Golden Whistler and, in season, Rufous Whistler, Rufous F#&isak-faced
Monarch and several Cuckoos. This regenerating Bushland Reserve, togthhdre
coastal vegetation through to Bastion Point and beyond, is most importantidigea w
corridor and for protection of the foreshore and enhancement of seascape views.

The hollow-bearing trees in Shady Gully Bushland Reserve are homes for Owlss,Parrot
Gliders and Possums while several birds of prey nest in their branches. Thiesase G
Black Cockatoo feeds on She-oak seeds in the Reserve. Bush birdstsirttilase at
Mortimer’s Paddock also forage in this relatively isolated habitat.

Gullies such as at Devlins Inlet, Shady Gully and Mullet Creeksdes where the
colourful Azure Kingdfisher visits to perch and dive for small fish. The swamp aesitfor
at Mullet Creek supports a large colony of Grey-headed Flyaxgsin late summer
and autumn, who feed on flowering trees, especially the showy flowers ofgé&kd
Bloodwoods.

A cave near Betka Beach is known habitat for Common Bent-wingddatEastern
Horseshoe Bat, botlirlora and Fauna Guarantee Act 198®ic) listed (Nicholas
Graham Higgs Pty Ltd 2000, at 8).

The possibility of seeing many birds, some rare in Victoriansi\@aore birdwatchers

are making this a preferred place to spend time in pleasainiral surroundings. The
diversity of habitat around the Mallacoota Coastal and Inlet Foresttmaeta most of

the 300 plus species of birds recorded here and throughout the magnificent
Croajingolong National Park. This has established Mallacootaspe@al destination

for nature lovers to enjoy the abundance of natural assets and sfaedatwd and
seascapes.

Geological Values

The Mallacoota Coastal Foreshore, from Bastion Point extending 18km ssiif inas
been identified as a site of state geological significance.afdeeis the most extensive
coastal exposure of Palaeozoic sedimentary rocks in Victoig.atmajor site for the
study of depositional and deformational history of a distinctive unihefNarooma
Accretionary Complex and for the analysis of coastal landformodyzed on rocks of
intricate structure (McRae-Wiliams, M.S., Rosengren, N.J. andnkaae S.M. (1981)
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Sites of Geological and Geomorphologic Significance East Gippsland, Vidtbinater
for Conservation, Victoria, Environmental Studies Series Publication3M®.). This
value was confirmed in a later study (Buckley, R.W. (199#9s of Geological and
Geomorphologic Significance along the Victorian Co&stological Survey of Victoria,
unpublished report 1993/4).

Geomorphology Values and Landforms

Mallacoota Inlet is a partly drowned valley system incised into a codatehp, which
has been cut in the strongly folded Lower Palaeozoic rock formatiotige diastern
Highlands. Between Little Rame head, where there are outcraplacifquartzite, and
Mallacoota, the south-east facing coast has cliffs cut in syrdogfled Ordovician
sandstones, shales, slates and cherts with a capping of Pliode@aiaternary sands,
clays and gravels. Rock outcrops in the cliffs show honeycombing asgular
weathering due to wetting and drying and salt spray, and ironstondiljmigs stand
out as an intricate fretwork near Seal Cove and Shipwreck Cove. dredreulder and
cobble beaches, and abrasion potholes scoured in the shore platformsaré teerly
small patches of sandy beach, although sand is moving along theaepdst Little
Rame Head towards Mallacoota.

Small lagoons have been impounded by sandy beaches behind each of the coves, and the
Betka River has a winding estuary near its mouth, intermittesgbled off by sand
deposition. There are volcanic dykes across the rocky shore, and arclvane the

cliffs, which show fretworks of quartz veins etched from the sandstn&astion

Point the cliffs turn northward, passing into bluffs on which the deassort of
Mallacoota stands.

Mallacoota Inlet is an extensive branched estuarine lagoon fed byse¢hea and
Wallagaraugh Rivers. There has been extensive sand deposition in and around the mouth
of the inlet. Dissected relics of Pleistocene spits and barnelude the planed-off

sandy flat called Goodwin Sands. Humate (sandrock bound by organic deposits)
outcrops in the older (Pleistocene) dunes. The dune covered spit onténe s@e of

the entrance formed during the Holocene (the past 10,000 years). There is a tidal delta of
inwashed sand swept in from the sea by wave action and surmounted by slatshy i

just inside the entrance, which varies in width, depth and position, antters
obstructed by a sand spit and bars.

East of Mallacoota a narrow sand barrier with grassy foredumd=nsvinto a broad
sandy fringe with cuspate forelands in the lee of Tullaberga and Gabo Islands, shaped by
the refraction of a southerly ocean swell. The grassy foredurestarrupted by
blowouts that become larger eastwards, growing into low, then high parabolic dunes, and
eventually an eastward-drifting sand sheet, with sets of spilling transickyss.

The dune fringe is backed by rush-fringed freshwater lakes atBakacoota, which
was probably once linked to Mallacoota Inlet, and Lake Wau Wauka, where a stream has
been ponded back by the arrival of mobile dunes across a valley t@tfioetongated
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lake. Offshore, Tullaberga Island is fringed by rocky shores with outcrops of Oeovici
rocks and red Devonian granite, and Gabo island is a larger, partijodered granite
island, seaward of a marine channel. There are historical mapre@orts that show
that a sandy isthmus (tombolo) connected Gabo Island to the mainland tthering
nineteenth century. Bullock carts are said to have taken stone Hus&thmus to
build the lighthouse. Dunes extend eastward to Cape Howe. (Bird, Qundated)
Geology and Landforms of Mallacoota Inlet).

Aesthetic Values

The Mallacoota Coastal and Inlet Foreshore includes vegetation rafdrias that
provide scenic and aesthetic values which are integral to the abwhallacoota’s
identity and attraction. The foreshore also includes lookouts at Bastio €aptain
Stevenson’s Point, Tip Beach and at various points along the coastwfnaimthere

are commanding views towards the Howe Range, Gabo Island, wilderness coast beaches
Bastion Point and the ocean.

The Entrance/Bastion point area is one of the few unmodified edtkarysystem
entrances on the Eastern seaboard, without any break-walls, training walierdioain
of stabilisation/modification. This makes the entrance area valaadlemportant for
aesthetic, educational and research reasons.

The values of the Mallacoota Coastal and Inlet Foreshore amaeaifin Draft Urban
Design Framework, for example where it says “There eugifisant areas of high
quality vegetation in and around the town. These areas are important from a biodiversity
consideration and also retention of landscape quality” (Meinhardtstnficiure &
Environment Pty Ltd (2009)olume 3, Mallacoota Urban Design Framework, Part |

The Croajingolong Coast, including the Mallacoota Coastal and Inleeskore
landscape has State Significance, including being “visually Eignif as a natural and
diverse landscape where forested hills run into the sea; ch@medtdy landscape
features including coastal lakes, estuaries and tidal inlege, naobile sand dunes and
rugged cliffs; valued by the community as an untouched coastal wid&r\éctorian
Coastal Council (2006)Coastal Spaces recommendationdctorian Government
Department of Sustainability and Environment, at 31).

Aesthetic response to landscape can also be non-visual. Evidendstiof@mtieavour
within and responding to the landscape at Mallacoota is found in the rasvatier's
camp set up on the foreshore in the earl{} @@ntury by Australian poet and author,
E.J. Brady. The association of literary figures such as Henry Lawsor, Battgrson;
Katherine Susannah Pritchard; Louis Esson, Arthur Streeton, and John i@aytin
provide further evidence of this value. (See attachments for é&@mpsome of the
work the location inspired).

“No coarse hand of progress will ever tear from Mallacoota and its surrounds
the mystic beauty that still clings to it like an enchanted veil, slgounder the
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soft transparency of sky and air a loveliness amongst the rarest inafaistr
(E.J. Brady, from “Overlander.” Reprinted in Edna J Brady, 1998.)

Adjacent to an ever-changing natural estuarine entrance, M allaetaiass the values
described by E.J. Brady, with a sense of wilderness and remnant wegstaip orting
native fauna throughout the town. It continues to be a special place witloanslimg

landscape which is highly valued by residents and visitors alike.
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CONTEXT

The Mallacoota Coastal and Inlet Foreshore is the active ioteldfatween high use
urban infrastructure within Mallacoota and important coastal eseuand terrestrial
ecosystems of Croajingolong National Park. The foreshore is contigutlushative
ecosystems within Croajingolong National Park and the Mallacoota Inlet, anddsrdd]
to dense residential housing.

INTACTNESS:

The Mallacoota Coastal and Inlet Foreshore includes some roads, tna@n-made
structures and cleared areas. The tracks are unsealed footpathareé tourist
attractions and provide pedestrian access, for example tlesgdtum Walk which
connects Bastion Point to Mallacoota's shops. There is a wharf angfousnetties
extending from the foreshore into Mallacoota Inlet at Coulls ket around the Inlet
foreshore to the Narrows.

The most significant Mallacoota Gum has been surrounded by a low &ewlces
separated from the bush of Mortimer's Paddock by the Lions Club \Reskt
Karbeethong, there is a grassy, open park with isolated treesnimeg along the
foreshore.

In the remnant forest stands at Devlins Inlet, Mortimers Paddock]sQaldt and
Shady Gully some weed infestations require ongoing maintenance. Tdledbedso
require ongoing weeding, for Sea Spurge.

Overall, vegetation throughout the foreshore is continuous and made up of remnants that
retain high biodiversity.

COMPARISON:

The ecological and scientific values of the Mallacoota Coasthlrdet Foreshore are
comparable with and are ecologically inseparable from the bro@dmajingolong
National Park and Biosphere Reserve, including National Est&el88899. In the
early 1980s the National Trust classified Croajingolong as of National sagruécdue to
the diversity of coastal and hinterland landforms, vegetation aseasiaand faunal
species which are of outstanding conservation value. Essentiallgridigne coastal
streams, lakes, estuaries and inlets are of State signdicaBpectacular and diverse
coastal landscapes are of particularly high quality and further enhandgnifieasice of
the region. The areais of high biogeograp hical significance as it corgpiesentatives
and overlaps of the three elements of south-east Australia’s vegetatioatass®Ci

Mallacoota is one of very few expansive estuarine landscap\éstoria that is both
accessible and substantially undeveloped. Similar local exaimglade Bemm River
and Tamboon Inlet, however Mallacoota is both more dramatic in its landscape form and
setting (particularly the expansiveness of the inlet and viewsndeveloped ‘wild’
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landscapes of the Croajingolong National Park) and more frequenitigdviban these
two locations.

The setting of Mallacoota within Croajingolong National Park offers to visaratural
and undeveloped landscape setting is comparable with Tidal Rittanwhe Wilson’s
Promontory National Park, and is of similar aesthetic values. ®@de landscapes
include a contained settlement which is subordinate to the overall natural chairéicter
area, and both are accessed by long drives through national park. HoweaeR ivier
is entirely public land and contains no private permanent residences, whileddtlas
a township surrounded by national park.

The Mallacoota Inlet is comparable, as water bird habitat, RitNM SAR listed
wetlands of the Murray-Darling Basin.
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ASSESSMENT AGAINST CRITERIA

a. The historical importance, association with or relationship toVictoria's
history of the place or object.

The Mallacoota Coastal and Inlet Foreshore includes native vegetatid scenic
elements that are essential elements of Mallacoota’s identity and hiStwywegetation
includes habitat elements essential to maintenance of local ecosystems.

The historical sites within the Mallacoota Coastal and Inlee$twre including the
midden sites and Captain Stevenson’s Point are of the highest ampaih recording
Victoria’s history of the region.

The historical sites within the Mallacoota Coastal and Inlee$twmre document the
evolution of human society in the region, from indigenous uses to colonial settkme
present use.

b. The importance of a place or object in demonstrating rarity or uniqueness.

The Mallacoota Coastal and Inlet Foreshore includes the rare iEabNggetation
Classes of Littoral Rainforest, Estuarine Wetland and Clay Heathlathds part of the
habitat of 22 rare or threatened fauna.

The Mallacoota Coastal and Inlet Foreshore includes rare, vulneratbl¢hreatened
flora, including the only known examples of Mallacoota Gums.

Mallacoota is one of very few expansive estuarine landscapéstoria that is both
accessible and substantially undeveloped. In particular, the Entrance/Bastioarpa
is one of the few unmodified estuary/lake system entrances on the Eastern seaboard.

c. The place or objects potential to educate, illustrate or provide fulter scientific
investigation in relation to Victoria’'s cultural heritage.

The Mallacoota Coastal and Inlet Foreshore is the active iotelfatween high use
urban infrastructure within Mallacoota and important coastal eseuand terrestrial
ecosystems. This provides an outstanding opportunity for locals, soumisd
professionals to experience the native ecosystems for educatiusdrative and
scientific purposes.

The accessibility of the foreshore is an attraction for ags/isuch as bird watching,
bushwalking, rock-pool rambling, geological examination and provides lexcel
opportunities for environmental education.

d. The importance of a place or object in exhibiting the priniple characteristics
or the representative nature of a place or object as part of a class or type dapes
or objects.
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The Mallacoota Coastal and Inlet Foreshore includes most of theanvegewhich is a
principle characteristic of the town of Mallacoota. The Mallda Gums are entirely
represented within the foreshore.

The exposed rocks along the foreshore provide excellent and aecespitdsentative
samples of the region’s geological formations.

e. The importance of the place or object in exhibiting good degn or aesthetic
characteristics and/or in exhibiting a richness, diversity or unusualntegration of
features.

The landscape offers a valued setting to the vast Mallacootanhieh is unique in
Victoria for its dramatic and undeveloped landscape character. va8getation and
landforms of the Mallacoota Coastal and Inlet Foreshore, includinddata gums,
rock formations, sand formations and water themselves provide soehigeathetic
values which are integral to the town of Mallacoota’s identity and attraction.

The interface of the ocean and inlet with the subject landscape has dragderce of
inspiration for artists including the early ®Century by Australian poet and author,
E.J. Brady. Mallacoota retains the values described by E.J. Bratly avgense of
wilderness and remnant vegetation supporting native fauna throughout the landscape.

f. The importance of the place or object in demonstrating or being associate dtiv
scientific or technical innovations or achievements.

n/a

g. The importance of the place or object in demonstrating sociabr cultural
associations.

The archaeological sites include aboriginal middens, which demonstmteultural
association and pre-colonial use of the area by indigenous people.

Captain Stevenson’s Point includes the E.J. Brady memorial caira esich marking
the site of Captain Stevenson’s hut, demonstrating the colonial association witéethe a

Bastion Point is of spiritual significance to our past indigencespfe and to our local
present-day community with many burial services having taken pHade ashes
scattered on the water. Many people are inspired to meditate out on the rocks.

Recreational opportunities are provided by elements within the Matlacoastal and
Inlet Foreshore, such as the beaches, Bastion Point, pathways, lookoutstiead
ecosystems. This recreational use is important in the ongoingl sow cultural
associations of the town of Mallacoota.

Community associations with the landscape are also evident imobhmittnent and
ongoing management of the foreshore landscape by agencies, volunteers and tsommuni
groups over many years and there is pride in the achievementind&imag the local
ecosystems.
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h. Any other matter which the Council deems relevant to th determination of
cultural heritage significance.

The combination of many sites and features within the Mallacootat&amd Inlet
Foreshore are of a combined value higher than each individually passésmse
combined features are of ecological, scientific, aesthetic and culturéitaigre
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APPENDIX 1: Map of proposed area

Areas described in this
report
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APPENDIX 2: Schedule to Heritage Overlay
East Gippsland Planning Scheme, Schedule to Heritage Overlay (19/01/2006) VC37.
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APPENDIX 3: Rare and threatened fauna

The following species have been recorded within or adjacent to tHachlah Coastal

and Inlet Foreshore (Wildlife Atlas, from DSE 2004)

English Latin VROT EPBC W
Shy Albatross | Diomedea cauta vulnerable | vulnerablg vulnerable
Ground Parrot | Pezoporus wallicus endangered endangered
White-bellied SeaHaliaeetus leucogaster | vulnerable vulnerable
Eagle
Little Tern Sterna albifrons vulnerable vulnerable
Eastern Curlew | Numenius rare Near
madagascariensis threatened
Australasian Anas rhynchotis vulnerable vulnerable
Shoveler
Intermediate Ardea intermedia endangered Critically
Egret endangered
Great Egret Ardea alba Vulnerable Vulnerable
Caspian Tern | Sterna caspia Rare Near
threatened
Lesser San@iCharadrius mongolus Vulnerable Vulnerable
Plover
Red Knot Calidris canutus Rare Near
threatened
Glossy BlacK Calyptorhynchus lathami| Vulnerable Vulnerable
Cockatoo
Azure Kingfishern Alcedo azurea Rare Near
threatened
Diamond Pythorn Morelia spilota spilota endangered endangered
Hooded Plover | Thinornis rubricollos Vulnerable Vulnerable
Black-tailed Limosa limosa Vulnerable Vulnerable
Godwit
Square-tailed Lophoictinia isura Vulnerable Vulnerable

Kite
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Latham’s Snipe | Gallinago hardwickii Rare Near
threatened
Black-faced Phalacrocorax fuscescensRare Near
Cormorant threatened
Pied Cormorant | Phalacrocorax varius Rare Near
threatened
Grey-headed Pteropus poliocephalus | Vulnerable| Vulnerable Vulnerable
Flying Fox
Sooty Haematopus fuliginosus | Rare Near
Oystercatcher threatened
White-faced Pelagodroma marina Rare Near
Storm Petrel threatened
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APPENDIX 4: Map Index of Photographs

Photographs supplied separately on Cd-rom
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APPENDIX 5: Photographs

Photographs 1 - 45 by T. Hastings, except photo 16 by Steve Baxter, Photograph 46 by
J. Davey, all July and August 2006.
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APPENDIX 6: EXAMPLES OF THE LITERARY WORK INSPIRED
BY THE AUTHORS' TIME SPENT AT MALLACOOTA AND
ENVIRONS

1. Henry Lawson

2. EJ Brady

3. Katherine Susannah Pritchard

4. Extract from biography of Sir John Monash
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FOR INTERNAL PURPOSES ONLY

OWNERSHIP

The Mallacoota Coastal and Inlet Foreshore is entirely public land. Th&kgssland
Shire Council has designated the following zones to the area:

1 PCRZ; Public Conservation and Resource Zone, which applies to thialcoas
foreshore, inlet foreshore and Shady Gully Bushland Reserve.

2 PPRZ; Public Park and Recreation Zone, which applies to M ortinagidolek, the
Mallacoota Inlet and part of Develings Inlet.

LOCATION OF PLACE

The Mallacoota Coastal and Inlet Foreshores area is genwedlyed around the
township of Mallacoota, in the Shire of East Gippsland, at thedst of the State of
Victoria, Australia.

MANAGEMENT ISSUES / THREATS

Vegetation within the Mallacoota Coastal and Inlet Foreshore is not curreotiycped,

as the native vegetation management framework allows any Idssréplaced with an
equivalent ‘habitat hectare’ at another site (Department ofirdlaResources and
Environment (2002),Victoria’'s Native Vegetation Management - A Framework for
Action the State of Victoria).

The use and development of the Mallacoota Coastal and Inlet Foragitiore the
PCRZ zone requires an Incorporated Plan, which may include the ideltifioéites
of flora or fauna significance (including, in particular, any potentiddheatened species
or significant habitat) or other places of cultural, heritages@entific value (East
Gippsland Shire Council 2006). This Classification Report is therefore eddoirdetail
the places and values that require conservation.

Similarly, use and development within the PPRZ zone requiresmaitper may be
described in an Incorporated Plan.

Vegetation may be threatened if perceived to be a fire risk, if it obstancther use, or
if a commercial development is proposed on the site.

A current proposal (at July 2006) is to excavate part of thedmehdit Bastion Point
and construct a 130m breakwater, boat ramp and car parking areta(Eoameering
Solutions (2005)0cean Access Boat Ramp, Bastion Point, Mallacoota, EES - Coastal
Processes Study, Final repofrepared for the East Gippsland Shire Council). This
proposal is perceived to threaten the environmental values, aesthlets, historical
sites, recreational use and spiritual significance of the AmeEnvironment Effects
Statement is currently being prepared for the proposal.
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DATE OF SUBMISSION
July 2006.

PHOTOGRAPHS

See attached

NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF RESEARCHERS / COMPILERS /
CONTRIBUTORS

Tony Hastings, P.O. Box 543, Mallacoota, VIC, 3892. Ertmily guoll@y ahoo.com
Jeannette Davey, Friends of Mallacoota, P.O. Box 147, Mallacoota, VIC, 3892.
DATE AND EXTENT OF LAST INSPECTION

JUNE 2006

NAMES OF PEOPLE MAKING INSPECTIONS
Tony Hastings, P.O. Box 543, Mallacoota, VIC, 3892. Ert@ily quoll@yahoo.com
Jeannette Davey, Friends of Mallacoota, P.O. Box 147, Mallacoota, VIC, 3892.

DATES OF SUBMISSIONS AND APPEALS
N/A

EXISTING DESIGNATIONS

VHR NO;
Register of the National Estate

The Mallacoota Coastal and Inlet Foreshore is adjacent to andieaiyoimpseparable
from National Estate site 105899.

Local Heritage Overlay Control

The Mallacoota Coastal and Inlet Foreshore includes the sites H@24Hain
Stevensons Point, HO246, the Mallacoota Inlet Midden Complex, HO313ddfta
Rough-barked Apple Myrtle TreesAngophora floribunda and site 8HO336, the
Mallacoota Gum Treegucalyptus globulus subsp. globulus x. E. cypellocarpa

Site HO227, the RAAF underground bunker is adjacent to the foreshore area.
Refer Appendix 2 for full details.

Local Conservation Study Level

LEVEL OR GRADING
State
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